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cular, would, while forming a part of the Universal Exhibition, 
without farther cost, meet all the requirements of an International 
Geological Exhibition. To the accomplishment of this end it 
will only be necessary for the exhibitors of all nations to send a 
list of their geological contributors to the local committee of or- 
ganization at Paris. 

All correspondence relating to the congress should be addressed 
to Dr. Jaunetaz, secretaire-general, rue des grands Augustins 7, 
Paris, France, and all moneys sent to Dr. Bioche, at the same ad- 
dress. 

— Russell S. Hill has recently returned to Philadelphia from 
Kansas, where he as been, for several months past, exploring for 
Prof. E. D. Cope. He discovered many fine vertebrate fossils, in- 
cluding a Protostega gigas, the bones of which, cleaned from the 
matrix, weighs three hundred pounds. He also discovered the 
new mastodont Tetralophodon campester, and numerous other mam- 
malia. 

Errata. — Page 51, second paragraph of Botany, first line, for "ized" read "ined;" second, for 
v 'Applopappus " read " Aplopappus ;" fourth, for "mensiesii" read "menziesii" twice; seventh, 
for " empitriformis " read "empetriformis ;" eighth, for "Erigonium" read " Eriogonum" twice ; 
tenth, for " Polymonium" read " Polemonium ;" next paragraph, for " Booth " read " Boott ; also 
in first paragraph. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Philosophical Society of Washington, D. C, Nov. 24, 1877. 
-'— His annual address was read by the President, Prof. Joseph 
Henry. It included a sketch of the methods of scientific research, 
and an account of the progress of investigations into the phe- 
nomena of sound as exemplified by fog-signals. It was shown 
that experiments of all kinds tended to increase the probability 
that refraction of the sound waves or beams was the chief factor 
in producing the supposed abnormalities. 

Lieutenent-Colonel Garrick Mallery, U. S. A., read a paper on 
certain errors, in general acceptance, in regard to our aborigines. 
It was especially devoted to showing that the number of Indians 
in the United States, exclusive of Alaska, in spite of losses by 
violent death, is probably on the increase, and that the discrep- 
ancy between their present numbers and the earlier accounts is 
chiefly due to the exaggerated and erroneous nature of the latter. 
This paper being unfinished when the hour of adjournment 
arrived, the remainder was postponed until the next meeting. 

Dec. 8, 1877. — The same paper was continued. The author 
referred to poisoning arrow-points, belief in a single supreme 
spirit or deity, supposed knowledge of medicine or medicinal 
properties of plants, etc., as being in the category of popular 
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errors, time-honored but with slender foundation. The paper 
was the occasion of much discussion, and occupied the entire 
evening. 

American Geographical Society. — Dec. 17, 1877, Mr. J. A. 
Bennett, Esq., read a paper entitled My first Trip up the Magda- 
lena, and Life in the "Heart of the Andes." — Jan. 8, 1878, Rev. 
W. E. Griffis read a paper on Japan, Geographical and Social, with 
personal experiences. 

Boston Society of Natural History. — Dec. 19, 1877, Prof. 
E. S. Morse made some observations on the habits and structure 
of Lingula, including his discovery of otoliths, which had not 
been previously known to exist in any Brachiopods. — Jan. 2, 1878, 
Dr. T. Sterry Hunt made a communication on some geological 
features of North Carolina, and Mr. J. A. Allen remarked on an 
" Inadequate Theory of Birds' Nests." 

Appaiachaian Mountain Club. — Dec. 12, Prof. G. Lanza de- 
scribed an ascent of Scar Ridge, a mountain lying north-west of 
Mt. Osceola, and Mr. Warren Upham spoke concerning some un- 
named mountains between Mt. Hancock and Scar Ridge. 
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SCIENTIFIC SERIALS. 1 

The Geographical Magazine. — December. Indian Famines 
and Sun Spots. Water-partings versus Ranges, by R. B. Shaw. 
The Arctic Fohn, by Sir G. S. Nares. Mr. Stanley's Voyage down 
the Congo (with Stanley's map of the Congo river). 

The Geological Magazine. — December. American " Surface 
Geology," and its relations to British, by S. V. Wood. 

Annals and Magazine of Natural History. — December. 
Report on the Echinodermata collected during the Arctic Expe- 
dition, 1875-76, by P. M. Duncan and W. P. Sladen. The Post- 
tertiary Beds of Grinnell Land and North Greenland, by H. W. 
Feilden. The Nomenclature of the Groups of Ratitae, by Alfred 
Newton. 

1 The articles enumerated under this head are, for the most part, selected. 



